
Section 3



Welcome and
Check-In 

Breathing movement and welcoming exercise  



Land Acknowledgment 

We acknowledge that we live on the traditional territory of
many nations including the Mississauga's of the Credit, the
Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee, and the
Wendat peoples. We acknowledge that this land is the
home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit, and Métis
peoples.

We acknowledge that we share the responsibility of taking
care of the land and the creatures we share it with. 



Our Community Agreements 

Each of us will be
responsible for their
learning while working
to develop a learning
community.

We will work with each
other in the spirit of
mutual learning/teaching,
giving and receiving
feedback, and creating a
safe, respectful, and open
environment.

We will also engage each
other in possible
“difficult conversation,”
knowing that it is
important to struggle to
develop meaningful
consensus.

We will be open-
minded and this will
be a judgement-free
zone. 

Confidentiality: Any
personal stories
shared here, stay
here.

Being open minded
and respectful to
one another.

We will engage
each other to
develop and
share an analysis
of our social
realities.

Understanding that
we are virtual, our
kids,  pets, and noise
might in the
background



Let's go around the
room

Last week reflection:

What other ways can we be involved in the education
system and as advocates?

Please add your answers to the chat! 



Interactive
Learning 
From Parent Involvement to 

Parent Engagement that matters! 



Welcome our guest speaker 

Suggested Guest Speaker:
A local Community Leader
A parent who can share their experience



Reflective
Learning 

Breakout-rooms 
 



Breakout rooms 
Group discussion:

What types of school engagement have you been
part of it? 

e.g: School council, parent-teacher interviews, 
        school potlucks, parent Facebook group

 
What has been your experience with these spaces?



What is parent* engagement? 

How does engagement look like for
you?  

How might we meaningfully engage
with the education system?

 

Engagement Models 



Doing to vs. Doing with 

The main difference between parent involvement and parent engagement is
that involvement usually implies schools leading while engagement involves
building a partnership, a collaborative effort where parents/caregivers are seen
as assets (i.e. parents/caregivers bring a wealth of ideas, expertise, energy)

Effective parent engagement can be defined as the active, ongoing
participation of  a parent/caregiver in the education of their child.

To be effective, involvement efforts must be collaborative, inclusive and
culturally relevant. 

Parents/Caregivers are a GIFT to their school communities!

Parent Involvement vs Parent Engagement 



Being a member of a
committee [i.e. BSACAC,
PIAC], Heritage Month
Planning Committees,
etc.

What are some engagement models?

Reading to your child,
asking questions about
school activities,
speaking to your child
in your native
language, joining social
media conversations,
etc.

Informal Engagement 

Parent/teacher
interviews, attending
school council meetings,
volunteering*, speaking
with other parents at
school, etc.

School Engagement Board Engagement



How has COVID-19 affected parent/caregiver
engagement?

 Due to COVID-19 caregivers are not allowed in most
schools, impacting the level of in-person engagement for
families (i.e. volunteering in classrooms, fundraising, 
 fieldtrips, etc.)

*COVID-19 has forced schools councils to ask questions
about EQUITY *



Activism   

To be an activist is to act on behalf of solving social and political
issues. It is to be at the forefront of a movement, oftentimes
compromising your own energy in order to seek justice and evoke
change.

Activism is quite simply taking action to effect
social change; this can occur in a myriad of
ways and in a variety of forms. 
Often it is concerned with ‘how to change the
world’ through social, political, economic or
environmental change. 
This can be led by individuals but is often done
collectively through social movements.



Advocacy   

To be an advocate is to speak and learn about social and
political issues. It is to bring attention to injustice,
subsequently aiding the activist in their fight against that
same injustice.

"I learned a long time ago the wisest thing I can do is be on, be an
advocate for myself and others like me" - Maya Angelou 

Advocacy has been described as "speaking truth
to power", because it is focused on challenging
people in power to change their beliefs and
actions by communicating the real-life experience
of those who are demanding the change



Active
Engagement 

 Group discussion and 
Breakout-rooms



You are invited to create a school committee in your child's school, what
would this committee look like? 

What would this committee do? 

Think about what already exists? What is missing? Who is missing? 

Select a volunteer to report back from your group.
 

Participants are invited to identify the ways in which they
can enact their participation at a school level.



Next Week Reflection
Please watch the following video  

  Understanding our hidden biases 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWgVs4qj1ho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWgVs4qj1ho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWgVs4qj1ho


Check-out 
What did you enjoy the most

about today's session? 


